University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers Newsletters

Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers

1-5-1994

Newsletter - 1994-01-05
E. De la Garza

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews
Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley. Accessed via https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews/

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .

103-1442
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Washington DC

BREAKING INTO THE TRADE GAME, With more small business owners now exploring
international trade following the approval of the North American Free Trade Agreement, I was
pleased to learn that the U.S. Small Business Administration has joined with AT&T to co-sponsor
a publication on the basics of exporting: Breaking into the Trade Game - A Smtll/ Business

Guide to Exporting. A veritable "how to" manual on international trade, the book introduces the
reader to successful export ventures and examines the process an individual should use in
evaluating whether to export. It covers topics including identifying international markets, foreign
market entry, export financing and transportation, among others. And the book serves as a
comprehensive resource directory listing federal and state resources, export trade publications and
private support organizations.
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More than 90 percent of the U.S. firms that do export qualify

small businesses,

according to the SBA, so if you are a small business owner looking to export, you might find the
book interesting reading. An earlier book on exporting, Opportunity in Mexico, was produced in
1992 by the SBA, AT&T and the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE), and also looks
at the basics of international trade with Mexico. Like that book, Breaking into the Trade Game
is available at no cost simply by contacting any local SBA district office. For the address and
phone number of your local SBA office, call the SBA's toll-free hot line at 1-800-8-ASK-SBA.
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EMPWYMENT IMPROVING FOR BOTIi

7WXAS AND THE NATION, As you may
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already know if you were busy doing more
Christmas shopping this year than last, the most
recent labor statistics for both Texas and the
nation showed that employment is rising
evidencing that both the state .- ,-and national labor markets are
improving as economic growth
continues to lift the economy out of
its down cycle. According to the
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Texas Employment Commission, in November the seasonally
adjusted unemployment rate for Texas went down substantially
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from 7.5 percent in October to 6.4 percent in November. Similarly,
there was a decline in the U.S. seasonally adjusted unemployment rate
from 6.8 percent in October to 6.4 percent in November --representing the largest over-the-month
change in the rate since early 1986, when the rate rose from 6.7 percent in January to 7.2 in
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February. Even when not adjusted for seasonal employment, the rate still shows improvement:
In Texas, more than 25,000 people were employed in November than were in October, and across

the United States more than 180,000 new jobs were created in November. This is a positive sign
as the new year begins.
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SCHOIARSHIPDEADLlNBFOR UT-PMAMERICAN. Whether you're a high school senior
looking to spread your wings or an upperclassman who already knows the ropes, you'll need to
act quickly to meet the January 14, 1993 deadline if you're interested in applying for
scholarships for the 1994-1995 academic year at the University of Texas-Pan American. Some
scholarships are based on need, while others are on academic achievement, and some require
particular majors or other specific criteria. For example, there's the James Cullen Looney
Scholarship for Hidalgo County residents, the Alumni Association Entering Freshmen Honors
Scholarships, the President's Endowed Scholarship for students with exceptional academic ability,
and the Kika de la Garza Scholarship, to name a few. As well, you may want to contact specific
academic departments within UTPA to learn about what awards for tuition they may offer.
The UTPA Scholarship Committee detennines which scholarships each student is eligible
to receive, and it asks that students interested in a specific scholarship indicate so on their
application. The Committee will consider applications received after the January 14, 1994,
deadline, but only arter an other applications received by the deadline have already been
considered. Students can obtain and turn in applications at the UTPA Financial Aid Office
located in Room 186 or the Student Services Building on the UTPA campus. For more
information, can the UTPA Financial Aid Office at (210) 381-2501, or write to UTPA
Financial Aid Office, 1201 West Univenity Drive, Student Services Building Room 186,
Edinburg, Texas 78539-2999•
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KEEPING YOUR CAR HEALTHY. Like regular checkups with your family doctor that keep
you healthy and help avoid problems in the long run, by learning how to inspect your car on a
regular basis you'll help keep it running efficiently and safely. That's why I'd like to let you
know about the Consumer Information Center's How to Find Your Way Under the Hood and
Around the Car, a free publication that can help you with everything from checking antifreeze
to windshield wiper fluid to the air filter. Information in the book is highlighted and numbered
in easy to follow illustrations, and there's also a chart showing how often each part needs to be
checked and what you need to do. It doesn't take much time or require a lot of effort, but it
certainly pays off. Not only will you keep your car in better condition now, you may save on
expensive repair bills later.
To order a free copy, just send your name and address to the Consumer Information
Center, Dept. 627Z, Pueblo, Colorado 81009. Other publications you might fmd helpful are
Recycling Used Oil (item 503Z, free) from the Environmental Protection Agency, Auto Service
Contracts (item 402Z, 50 cents) from the Federal Trade Commission, Cost of Owning and
Operating Automobiles, Vans, and Light Trucks (item 404Z, 50 cents) from the Department of
Transportation, and What You Should Know About Your Auto Emissions Wa"anfy (item 407Z,
50 cents). All are available from the Consumer Information Center.
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